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Tae PrEsENT Views REGARDING TUBERCULOSIS. 


Last week we reprinted an article from The 
Hospital, which was mainly a summary of the 
much longer and more detailed Cavendish Lecture 
recently delivered by Sir William Whitla upon the 
same subject, viz., tuberculosis. They may be 
taken together as illustrating the present trend of 
medical thought regarding the disease, which, 
though it has been more extensively investigated 
than any other, still presents much material for 
controversy. One controversial point, however,— 
the one which has been most frequently and keenly 
debated of all during recent years—may now be 
looked upon as practically settled. The view that 
bovine tuberculosis is a disease distinct from that 
of man, and incommunicable to man, which Koch 
advanced in 1901, still retains a few adherents, but 
the vast majority of experimental workers have 
pronounced against it, and it is difficult to see how 
any impartial mind, reviewing the recorded investi- 
gations of the last seven years, can do otherwise. 
It is admitted that there are two types of mam- 
malian tubercle bacilli—the so-called “human” 
and “bovine.” It is admitted also, that cattle are 
much less susceptible to infection by the human 
than the bovine variety, but that they can be in- 
fected by the former is certain. It is certain, also, 
that bacilli of the bovine type may, and often do, 
cause tuberculosis in man. All this has been proved 
by the experiments which were undertaken in con- 
sequence of Koch's assertion, and the final result 
of that assertion has thus been to establish more 
firmly than before the truth that tuberculous animals 
may infect mankind. 

As the scientific world is settling down into a 
re-acceptance of the former belief in the inter- 
communicability of human and animal tuberculosis, 
the views regarding the channel by which infection 
takes place are rapidly becoming modified. 

Not very many years ago, it was the all but uni- 
versal belief that by far the most frequent method 
of infection was by inhalation. That, in fact, is 
the view still held by the majority of medical men, 
and by many—if not most—veterinary surgeons 
also; but it may safely be said that no one who 
has followed the work of the last few years can 
hold it with unshaken confidence. It is quite 
certain that the alimentary tract plays a far more 
important part in tubercular infection than has 
hitherto been supposed, and it seems highly prob- 
able that at no distant date, the view of Calmette 
that “the immense majority” of cases are infected, 
not by inhalation, but by ingestion, will find general 
acceptance. 


The previous neglect of ingestion as a method of 
infection was largely due to the prominence of pul- 
monary lesions in tuberculosis, and the apparent 
improbability of bacilli reaching the lung by other 
channels than the inspired air without leaving 
traces of their passage. It has now been repeatedly 
and conclusively proved that tubercle bacilli may 
reach the lung by the alimentary tract, without 
leaving any lesions of either the mucous mem- 
branes or lymphatics. In this connection the 
recent anthracosis experiments of Vansteenberghe 
and Grysez—repeated, with some modifications of 
detail, but with similar results, by Whitla and 
Symmers—have considerable practical bearing: 
and it is worthy of note that the two last-named 
workers, after introducing a single injection of a 
mixture of China ink and tubercle bacilli into the 
stomachs of guinea-pigs, found both carbon particles 
and bacilli in the lungs. On the other hand, as the 
apparent difficulties of infection by ingestion are 
being cleared away, the real ones of infection by in- 
halation are becoming more fully appreciated. Cal- 
mette and Guérin, in particular, have recently cast 
grave doubt upon even the possibility of air-born 
tubercle bacilli reaching the pulmonary alveoli, and 
penetrating the parenchyma. Scientific opinion re- 
garding the usual channel of tubercular infection can 
only be described as unsettled at present, but it is 
unmistakeable that the belief in ingestion, as opposed 
to inhalation, is rapidly gaining ground. 

No question in connection with tuberculosis is of 
more immediate importance than this. The ques- 
tion of the communicability of the disease from 
animals to man was of even more moment, but that 
may now be taken as settled. The question of the 
common channel of infection still demands an 
answer—not only because of its bearing upon ordi- 
nary preventive measures, but because it may assist 
towards an ulterior object which is engaging much 
attention on the Continent, viz., the possibility of 
devising a method of immunisation. It does not 
seem very difficult to foretell the answer to the 
question. The experimental work of the last few 
years bas abundantly proved that the importance 
of infection by ingestion has been grievously under- 
rated, but it has done nothing to support the old 
theory of infection by inhalation. The belief in in- 
gestion is constantly gaining distinguished adherents 
—such as Whitla, who delivered his Cavendish 
Lecture in support of it. It takes some time for 
the work and the views of the leaders of science to 
leaven the rank and file, but within a few years, 
we expect to find ingestion universally recognised 
as the common mode of infection in tuberculosis. 
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CAPONING. 


Some weeks ago you referred an enquirer to me 
on the above subject, and during the visit of the 
* National,” another gentleman was good enough 
to call on me, and see a cockerel emasculated. It 
would seem, then, caponing is not so generally 
known as it should be, and as this is the time of 
year for the operation, to make it a commercial 
success, I beg to offer the following remarks : — 

The birds selected should be from ten weeks to 
five months of age, and the time chosen between 
August and November, for the reasons that leggy 
young birds with no better business on hand than 
to hunt round the hens and fight with one another, 
may be reduced to sweet reasonableness and spend 
the rest of their lives in the accumulation of weight 
and fat, to the profit of the rearer. Birds are cheap 
at this time of year, and will come in for the table 
after Xmas when game is running out, and the latest 
capons will make fine specimens in the interval 
between game and asparagus chicken, and what is 
more, will make big prices. Mr. Tegetmier (doyen 
of naturalists), disapproves of caponing because 
cockerels put together and never disturbed by the 
presence of the eternal feminine, will grow large 
and agree perfectly well together; and other great 
poultry authorities agree that this is so. Asa result 
of publication of these views, many of the best 
— have been deterred from operation on fowls, 

ut there are other considerations which make 
castration of cocks worth while. They can be run 
as capons in any company. They attain greater 
weight. Their flesh is finer in the grain, and fagty 
infiltration of the muscles gives that delicate flavour 
and softness so much appreciated by the cognoscenti. 
They may be kept to a greater age and supply a 
market when the cockerels have either been con- 
sumed or become too old and tough. These are 
good and sufficient reasons for performing an opera- 
tion which is cleanly, quick, and effectual, and may 
be presumed to cause very little pain, as the libe- 
rated bird will often eat his own testicles the 
moment he is free, and suffers no apparent dullness 
or subsequent discomfort unless by ballooning of 
his flank from the too rapid sealing of the wound. 
This confined air has only to be let out by a 
puncture or by tearing open the skin. 


THE OPERATION. 


A long fast is essential if one would view 
and seize the testicles quickly. Much difficulty 
meets us in practice in this matter, and where 

ssible the client should be induced to send his 

irds in crates, and the operator will then fast them 
at least 24 hours. The set of instruments known 
as Farmer Miles’ and sold by Mr. Huish, are the 
most convenient I have employed. They consist of 
knife, spreader, and spoon pliers. The bird to be 
operated upon is placed upon a narrow table and his 
wings and feet extended. A bottle of water with a 
noose of string may be slipped over the butts of the 
wings, and above the feet, and notches in the tabie 
will allow the bottles to swing as weights without 
slipping. They offer the advantage of addition or 


reduction of weight when operating on large or very 
young birds, and can of course be obtained every- 
where. Having spread the bird as one spreads an 
animal for spaying, the operator takes a wet sponge 
and parts the breast feathers from those of the 
back: then pulls off a few of the downy ones 
covering the last rib or two and flank, exposing to 
view the skin now stretched over the ribs. He then 
plunges his knife between the last two ribs, dividing 
the integument and intercostal muscles at one bold 
stroke (he will get hemorrhage if he timidly prods 
the parts), and then the peritoneum will be seen 
stretching across the space. This should be cut 
through by insertion of the knife under it, and 
carrying the edge upwards, the division should be 
the whole length of the abdominal wound, and per- 
formed by one movement. If properly fasted, the 
testicle will be seen in a three months bird about 
the size of a runner bean, close to the spine, and 
as nearly as possible in the centre of the body. The 
spreading instrument I should have said must be 
first inserted to keep the ribs apart, and to give this 
view, and maintain the opening while the spoon 
instrument is inserted, and the testicle seized and 
brought out with a twist of the wrist, which ensures 
rupture of the spermatic artery with no subsequent 
hemorrhage. This done, the bird is turned on the 
other side, and the performance repeated. 

To break through and remove both testes from 
one side, is much more difficult, and occupies 
longer time, besides running greater risk of injury 
to other organs. No antiseptic is necessary, or 
even desirable, the one sequel that is feared has 
already been mentioned, and is in itself an explana- 
tion. Ifthe posterior vena cava is ruptured the 
bird tumbles over backwards and dies directly, and 
needs only to be washed out with sult and water to 
be as edible as if bled from the jugulars in the 
Jewish fashion. This appears to be the only cause 
of death: peritonitis being so rare that I have 
never seen it in thousands of cocks operated upon, 
and without any antiseptic. Any food will be eaten 
the moment the birds are set free, but I think it no 
more than humane to have a mess of porridge or 
sop ready for them after their long fast. Fowls are 
splendid subjects for chloroform, and those who 
prefer angsthetics will find it only necessary to 
introduce the bird’s head into a wide-mouthed 
bottle with chloroform on wool at the bottom, and 
there hold them until they become limp. They 
quickly regain consciousness, and there is no ob- 
jection to a half dozen or more drunken subjects on 
the ground around you while proceeding with 
others. 

In conclusion I would say to beginners, this 
may be made a profitable little “side line” in 
poultry districts, but the novice should buy half 
a dozen birds and first perform on his own, when 
he will approach those of his clients with perfect 
confidence. My own charge is 6/- for the first 
dozen, and four shillings for subsequent dozens, 
and as the work cun be done at home and when 
other things are convenient, it certainly pays 
better than pig cutting at a distance, and the 
abominable waste of time that seems inseparable 
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from the least remunerative operations on the farm. 

lhope to have made this subject tolerably clear, 
and beg your readers indulgence if the tone is abrupt 
or dogmatic, as I have not written for the profess- 
ion a long time, and am not encouraged to do so 
by the abuse which usually follows; instead of the 
guineas that await me when writing for lay 
journals. 


A MALFORMATION. 


My friend, Mr. Kinsey, has kindly permitted me 
to send you a brief account of this case. As is 
readily seen by the photograph, the subject is a 
malformed calf. The cow bearing this calf had 
had one calf previously, which, I am told, was 
normal in every way. On that occasion she calved 
naturally and without assistance, after carrying her 
calf the normal period. In this case she could not 


calve without assistance, although she had gone the 
full gestation period and was in good health. After 
observing the first symptoms of parturition, the 
owner had waited for 24 hours before sending for 
the veterinary surgeon. During the whole of that 
time the beast had been trying to calve, but her 
efforts were not attended with any appreciable 
success, and the foetus evidently made no progress 
towards the outside world. 

On arriving at the farm it was found on explora- 
tion that the foetus was abnormal, and that the 
presentation was a breech one. 

Its abdomen was very much distended and 
emphysematous, so that an incision had to be 
made into it along the middle line. Through 
this incision the viscera were brought away first, 
and, of course, this considerably reduced the size 
of the foetus. This accomplished, there was much 
more room for the operator to discover the exact 
position of things. The whole of the fetus was 
abnormally big, but the task of getting it away 
would not have been so difficult but for the mal- 
formation. The hind legs were fully flexed, but 


the points of the hocks were underneath the 
sternum amd between the fore limbs, while the 
hind feet were just above the udder. That is to 
say, the hind limbs were turned completely round 
with the points of the hocks looking anteriorly. 
The right hind quarter was grown to the right 
side of the chest, as the photo represents. The 
stifles were in the pelvic cavity, a fact which added 
to the difficulty of the situation because while the 


=|necessary traction was being applied to the hind 


feet to get them into the passage, the stifles were 
only getting still more tightly jammed within the 
pelvis. 

After very considerable effort the hind feet were 
got into the pelvis and the foetus was brought away. 
Here, again, extraordinary traction was required 
because the passage was very much swollen and 
tumefied, a state of affairs which did not lessen 
the difficulty of the previous manipulations. 

About one hour after the foetus was removed, 
the cow began to bleed from the genitals, 
and the amount of blood thus lost was con- 
siderable. Thorough irrigation of cold clean 
water stopped the bemorrhage, and the beast 
withstood a trying and exhausting ordeal remark- 
ably well. The medicines left were laxatives and 
sedatives. 

The next, and final, visit two days later found 
the cow doing very well, there had been no more 
hemorrhage, although she had strained pretty 
violently for about two hours after Mr. Kinsey had 
left. ‘From now onwards the beast did well and 
made a good recovery. 

W. E. Buackwett, M.R.C.V.S. 

Veterinary Infirmary, 

Market Street, Buxton. 


I am indebted to Master W. B. Howe for the 
photograph. 


HEMOGLOBINURIA. 


A case was admitted into hospital lately suffering 
from Hemoglobinuria. The history is the interest- 
ing part (and I can vouch for the facts being true) 
that this horse had been having two hours walking 
exercise daily and was being fed on bran only (of 
course the bran in this country is very superior in 
quality to the bran at home.) I have hitherto 
understood that this disease was always seen 
after enforced rest on a full nitrogenous diet. 
While trotting in the riding-school the horse had 
gone very lame and had nearly fallen, and it was 
with great difficulty that they had got him to the 
hospital. 

The muscles of the quarters were very rigid, and 
on drawing off the urine it was found to be very 
dark in colour. The usual treatment was adopted 
and the horse made a good recovery, though the 
muscles on bis quarters wasted a great deal and 
have not yet returned to their normal size, and 
the horse was first taken ill two months ago. 


G. Rees-Moae, A.V.C. 
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ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS 


Primary BILATERAL CANCER OF THE KIDNEYS 
IN A Cat. 


MM. Auger and Roquet, in the Journal de Méd. 
Vét. de Lyon, record an interesting case of this 
condition in a three-year-old cat. The animal had 
lost its appetite for about three weeks, and, though 
still maintaining a certain amount of condition, 
had much diminished in weight. 

Upon examination, attention was immediately 
arrested by the volume of the abdomen, which— 
contrary to what is observed in ascites—did not 
appear pendulous, but rather enlarged at its 
middle and at its superior part. By palpation, a 
voluminous, elongated, cylindrical mass, limited in 
its movements, but vet more mobile than a normal 
kidney, was easily felt behind the ribs on each side 
of the body. When the animal was placed upon its 
back this lesion conveyed the impression of a large, 
bilobed tumour developed on each side of the 
abdominal cavity. The dilated stomach was percep- 
tible between the two masses. 

As the position of this bilobed tumour exactly 
coincided with that of the kidneys, a lesion of these 
organs was diagnosed, the precise nature of which 
was uncertain. The prognosis was serious, and the 
cat was accordingly destroyed. 

At the autopsy, the two kidneys were found 
greatly increased in size and weight—completely 
occupying the lumbar region, and extending for- 
ward to the diaphragm, in the form of gray, 
yellowish masses, resembling adipose tissue. 

The form of the kidneys was modified, but their 
general aspect was preserved. 

Their exterior surface was irregular, showing pro- 
jections due to cancerous nodules which elevated 
the capsule. They varied from the size of a cherry 
to that of a walnut. 

The renal parenchyma was greatly diminished in 
consistence. Upon longitudinal section, the tumour 
was found to be rich in “cancer juice” and very 
irregularly distributed in the renal tissue. The 
cortical substance practically did not exist, being 
represented by a whitish grey tissue, branches of 
which projected into the medullary substance. The 
latter was thus separated into several portions reeog- 
nisable by their reddish purple colouration, and their 
strie, which converged towards the pelvis of the 
kidney. 

Microscopic examination showed the tumour to 
be an an encephaloid carcinoma. 

No secondary lesions were found in the lungs, 
spleen, liver, or other deeply situated organs. The 
thyroid glauds alone were hypertrophied, and were 
found, upon microscopic examination, to be infil- 
trated by a tumour of the same uature as that of 
the kidneys.—Annales de Méd. Vét. 

W. R.C. 


MILK AND TUBERCULOSIS. 


By J. W. Brirrtesank, M.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M. Ab- 
stract from Report to the Medical Ofticer of Health for 
Manchester. 

MANCHESTER CowsHEDs. 


These number 199 on 106 farmsteads, and house about 
1,750 cows. This number includes the whole of the 
City area, and can only be approximate, as the ordinary 
fluctuations in trade affects the numbers of cows kept 
in the City at any one time. 

In the course of the regular inspection of the City 
farms, 595 visits have been paid and 1,046 inspections of 
cowsheds carried out. The total number of inspections 
of cows is 11,507. This shows, of course, that the cows 
are repeatedly inspected, but the regular inspection is 
not made with the same amount of repetition in all 
cases, as some of the dairymen require very little super- 
vision, and my time is better em hood in calling more 
often upon those who are most likely to fall off in their 
attention to the general cleanliness and supervision of 
their premises and animals. 

The general conditions of the milk-producing trade 
within the City remain very much as they were last year, 
and I do not know that. except in some details, this trade 
has not attained as high a position as it is likely to do 
ander the present conditions, and while the price of 
milk remains so low in many districts. The competition 
and cutting of prices to, in many cases, an irreducible 
minimum, is a most serious factor in retarding the 
attainment of those conditions of dairying in all its 
branches which we are all so anxious to see. Then, 
again, insecurity of tenure of farms is not conducive to 
inducing farmers— even those who can afford todo so— 
to lay out capital with which to establish their business 
on scientific principles, when they know that the premises 
and land which are in their occupation may be taken 
from them for building purposes at comparatively short 
notice. 

The question of obtaining a sufficiency of capable 
labour is also a serious difficulty. There is, of course, 
plenty of labour of a kind to be had; but from my 
experience a large number of the individuals who apply 
for work at the farms situated mostly close to the City 
boundaries are degenerates, who require more super- 
vision than their services are worth. There are, of 
course, a number of the deserving unemployed who 
apply, but their value to the farmer is very small, and 
the remuneration corresponding low. The farmer cannot 
afford to extend his philanthropy to the extent of allow- 
ing such individuals to practise, and perhaps attempt to 
learn, milking for the first time on possibly his best 
milking cows. Those who know anythimz about the 
extraordinary ease with which the milking properties of 
a cow may be spoiled will appreciate this difficulty. 

I regret to report again that there is no increase of 
conveniences for coo mill nor is there likely to be so 
long as the public defffland for warm milk remains as 
great as itis. One ineident occurring during the year 
emphasises the high estimation in which warm milk is 
held by the public. A dairyman who only kept four 
cows was asked, in view of his having such a large 
business, whether it was worth his while to continue 
keeping these cows, and he replied that it certainly was, 
as when he was canvassing for new eustomers he always 
sent a pint of this milk as a sample, and it rarely failed 
in its object of obtaining the trade of such new 
customers. Doubtless, these people imagined that all 
the milk suusequently purchased was fresh from the 
four cows kept. There is little donbt that this is the 
only reason for some of the smaller dairymen keeping 
cows as they do. 
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The methods of filtration of milk remain as in the 
past, and although I continue to urge farmers to purchase 
appliances which will separate the heavy dirt from the 
milk more efficiently, it seems useless to do so. 


MANCHESTER Cows. 


During the year, 1907, 11,501 exaaminations were 
made of the cows kept in the cowsheds within the City 
boundaries. The estimated number of cows housed in 
the City is 1,750. 

The class of cattle kept is maintained at a fairly high 
standard, and very little fault can be found. Occasion- 
ally it has occurred that cows quite unsuitable have 
been Cy a. but it has been quite sufficient for me 
to tell the farmer what my opinien is of theanimals. I 
do not mean that I needlessly condemn animals because 
they may happen to be poor in condition, as a good 
many of the cows bought at first are, but if any suspicion 
is directed to a certain animal then a very careful ex- 
amination is made, and, if necessary, where nothing 
detinite can be found, the animal is kept under chserva- 
tion ; but as a rule few cows remain under observation, 
as in most cases the farmer prefers to dispose of them 
as soon as he beeomes aware that I am in the slightest 
degree suspicious of them. 

he cleanliness of these cows has been well main- 
tained, and partial grooming is fast becoming a routine 
procedure in most cowsheds. 

One case of tuberculosis of the ndder was discovered 
during the year, the animal being slaughtered two days 
after it was found. There was no question of the meat 
being found fit or unfit for food, as the farmer decided 
to at once send the cow to a knacker, and as soon as 
possible after removal disinfected the cowshed in which 
she stood. 

Perhaps systematic disinfection may come into favour 
eventually, but at present it is difficult to obtain its 
general adoption, unless after a case such as that just 
mentioned. I am of opinion that it should be com- 
pulsory prior to the half-yearly limewashing. 


TuBERCULOUS MILK. 


It has been stated earlier in the report that during the 
year, 11,501 inspections were made of cows housed 
within the City boundaries, and that one cow suffering 
from tuberculosis of the udder was found. 

During the year, 700 samples of mixed milk have been 
taken by the Food and Drug Inspectors in connection 
with tuberculosis ; of this number, 672 were taken at 
the railway stations and the remainder taken from the 
carts coming in by road, The number of farmers repre- 
sented in this total is 562. 

Of these 562 farmers, 350 reside in Cheshire, and 27 
of them ((7'71 per cent.) sent tuberculous milk ; 67 live 
in Derbyshire, and 3 of them (4°48 per cent.) sent tuber- 
culous milk) 72 live in Staffordshire, and 5 of them (6-94 
per cent). sent tuberculous milk ; 54 live in Lancashire, 
and 2 of them (3°70 per cent.) sent tuberculous milk ; 
8 live in Shropshire, and 1 of them (12°5 per cent.) sent 
tuberculous milk ; 10 live in Yorkshire, and none sent 
tuberculous milk. 

Of the milk tested by Prof. Delépine from these 562 
farms, 38 were found to cause tuberculosis, giving a 
percentage of 6°76 farms sending tuberculous milk. 

Asa result of following up the tuberculous mixed 
samples, 28 cows were found and proved to be suffering 
from tuberculosis of the udder. Twenty-one of these 
cows were slaughtered in my presence, or I examined 
the carcase soon after ; in 5 cases the entire carcase was 
passed as fit for food ; in two cases portions of the car- 
case were passed; in the remaining 14 instances the 
whole carcase was condemned. This leaves seven cows 
to be accounted for, and of these one was ascertained b 
me to have died, and the remaining six were not sonendl 
although efforts to do so were made by writing to the 


farmer, but even if a reply is received stating the name 
of the person to whom the cow has been sold, the sup- 
posed purchaser did not reply to the enquiry, It is, as 
a rule, pretty safe to say now that such cows are sent 
outside our areas, and are not likely to become a source 
of infection to Manchester consumers again. In ad- 
dition to the above 28 cows, found as the result of follow- 
ing up the infective mixed milk, one cow notified was 
proved to have tuberculosis of the udder. She was 
shortly after sent to the knackers, where I made a post- 
mortem and found the disease generalised. This was a 
young animal, only two years and four months old. 

These cases all bear a close resemblance to one another, 
inasmuch as in the first instance at two of the farms one 
cow suffering from tuberculosis of the udder was found 
at each place, and in the third case two such diseases 
cows were found. The housing conditions were insani- 
tary to a degree, and in addition I was able to satisfy my- 
self by clinical examination that a fair percentage of the 
remaining cows on each farm were suffering from tuber- 
culosis. That a certain amount of hardship is inflieted 
by the ieee of the prohibitory order is certain, but 
it is equally certain that in such herds as these it is of 
little permanent use to remove merely those animals in 
which tuberculosis has extended to the udder, when at 
any time one or other of the remaining cows may develop 
the disease in tho udder. In suoh cases everything 

sible is done to get a complete reconstruction of the 
Insanitary cowsheds, and to, as far as possible, purge the 
herds of those animals which present clinical signs of 
disease. Incomplete as such a procedure is, if the two 
improvements go together—the provision of a fairly 
healthy herd, housed ina good sanitary cowshed—it may 
fairly be expected that from being a source of danger 
the milk from such a farm might be regarded as com- 
paratively safe. Beyond this the educational effect of 
the presence of such a good farm in a district is of great 
value, especially if the landlord can be induced to car 
out the work thoroughly, and on the lines recommended. 
It may be, and is, contended that the methods of con- 
struction in vogue in Manchester are extreme, and many 
hold the opinion that to ask for 600 or 800 cubic feet of 
air space per cow is too much, but in my opinion much 
of this has been due to the fact that many modern cow- 
sheds are ventilated in such a manuer as to make the 
attainment of a fairly equable temperature in cold 
weather a matter of extreme difficulty, and naturally 
farmers fear the effects. 

I am certainly of opinion that in making recommen- 
dations for yor cowshed, only in exceptional 
cases should windows be considered as ventilators, for it 
is almcst impossible to make farmers keep the windows 
open. The practice in Manchester has been to entirely dis- 
regard the windows as factors in the ventilation of a shed, 
and to provide, after due calculation, a separate system 
of inlets and outlets, so arranged to give a slightly larger 
amount of area for inlet than for outlet. This has been 
found to work very well in the City, and also at some 
of the country farms, where the suggestions have been 
adopted. Iam convinced that the cow-keeper’s objec- 
tion to a reasonably large cubic area can be overcome 
when he understands that the building can be ventilated 
without causlng it to be continually cold and draughty. 

No doubt, as has been previously stated, many more 
cows than those actually suffering from tuberculosis of 
the udder are removed, but so far as the farmers are con- 
cerned, this to a very great extent their own fault, as 
oz will not make use of the Notification Clause in the 
Milk Clauses, but prefer to rely on themselves, although 
an increasing number are em loving their private veteri- 
nary advisers to make periodical examinations of their 
cows. So far as plainly diseased cows are concerned (I 
mean those that are commonly described as “ wasters 
I cannot say that I have seen more than about a dozen 
during the year. This in itself marks a great improve- 
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ment in the supervision of dairy stock. It does not 
follow that the number of cattle suffering from tuber- 
culosis is very materially diminished, but it would 
indicate their removal at a much earlier period. 


THE MILK SUPPLY OF EDINBURGH. 


In order to safeguard the purity of the milk supply of 
the City, inspection and investigation are specially 
required in regard to the following points, viz. :—Inspec- 
tion of Cow Byres ; inspection of Dairy Shops ; and a 
periodic Bacteriological examination of the milk supply. 

There are 97 Cow Byres within the City boundaries, 
containing 2,765 cows, and there are also 464 retail. 
dairy keepers. | 

The dairy shops are regularly and systematically | 
inspected in order to see that the Regulations made by | 
the Magistrates applicable to that class of business are 
satisfactorily carried out. It is essential, however, to 
safeguard the purity of the supply at the places of pro- | 
duction, and, for that purpose, a qualified Veterinary | 
Surgeon is detailed for the special duty of systemati- | 
cally visiting all the cowsbeds within the City, and of | 
inspecting not only their sanitary condition, but also the | 
condition of health of each of the cows housed therein. 

It is found possible to make a circuit of the City 
Byres and inspection of each of the cows within an 


evident, when it is pointed out that animals suffering 
from the admittedly dangerous condition—say of tuber- 
culous disease of the udder—-may be ordered by the 
officers of one Local Authority to be removed from a 
particular byre, and may be forthwith sent to a cowshed 
under a neighbouring Local Authority, where it may 


continue to spread broad-cast the seeds of the disease, 


until it either dies or is again detected by another 
official, who may duly repeat the performance, and so on, 
ad infinitum. 

It may specially be pointed out at this time, that there 
is a necessity for a revision of the existing Bye-laws 
made by the Magistrates and Couneil under “ The 


‘Dairies, Cowsheds, and Milkshops Order, 1885.” As 


irdicating this necessity, it may be pointed out that 


\there is no existing Bye-Law under which a Local 


Authority Officer can require a cow to be regularly, and, 
if need be, daily groomed. Such an operation appears 
essential, in order that milk can be kept in anything like 
a cleanly condition, and in the absence of such, very 
considerable carelessness is evidenced in regard to this 
important matter. Many other Bye-Laws require 
revision : those especially applicable to dairy shops will 
need so to be altered, as to define clearly the description 
of articles which may be stored, or kept for sale in dairy 
shops, and will also require to lay down some precautions 
which must be taken while milk is exposed for sale in 
such places. 


average period of once every month. In this respect, The present system, as adopted in many dairies, of 
therefore, it can safely be claimed that milk produced | —s large tins containing milk on an open counter, 
within the City offers, at least, the one advantage of affords an easy explanation of the excess of sediment 
more careful inspection up to this stage than is the case which has been found in milk from such sources, as 
with milk imported from country districts. | compared with that found in ordivary country milk, 
It will be observed that in Section 27 power is given immediately on its arrival in the City. 
to certain officers of the Local Authority, not aly to, A suggestion has been made in regard to the necessity 
make an inspection of the premises and cows situated | for, or advisability of, registering all persons who are 
within the City boundary, but, also, in any other dis- | engaged in connection with the dairy trade, either as 
trict from which a supply of milk is sent for use within | milkers, milk distributors, or attendants in dairy shops. 


the City. Those extended powers have not, heretofore, Such a suggestion appears perfectly practicable, and to 


been carried into effect, although the propriety of doing 
so has been frequently discussed, and instructions have | 
now been given to gradually put in force the powers 

essed, and these instructions will be carried out 
orthwith. 

The periodic examination of the cows in the City 
cowsheds is of the utmost importance, in order to pre- 
vent milk from diseased cows being mixed with the 
ordinary dairy supply. 

In carrying out this Section, therefore, it is customary, 
when a diseased cow—tuberculous or otherwise—is 
found in a cowshed, for an officer of the Local Authority 
to order the animal’s removal, and under that procedure, 
a very considerable number of animals have been so 
dealt with, as will be realised from the details concerning 
such, which are set forth in the following Table :— 


1907. 
Number of Cows in City Byres «=: 2765 
i found affected with 
Tuberculosis ives 29 
Number of cases in which the udder was 
affected ... “ae 9 
Number of Tuberculous Cows killed at the Slaughter- 
ouse :— 
From the City Byres... 11 
From beyond the City... 21 


- 32 
Number of cases in which the udder was 
affected ... 2 


It is here to be noted, however, as one of the most 
urgent matters calling for immediate intreduction of 
additional powers, that, actually no power is given to 
the Local Authority to seize and destroy such danger- 


the last degree desirable. Its advantages, of course, are 
apparent, and the method of carrying it into effect 
would be attended with no difficulty—Taken from the 
Annual Report of Dr. MAXWELL WILLIAMSON. 


NORTH OF IRELAND 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The summer meeting was held at Londonderry on 
Thursday, 30th July. The Belfast members travelled 
by the Great Northern Railway calling at Lurgan 
where they were joined by the President (J. A. 
Thompson, F.R.C.V.S.), other members also joined the 
varty en route. On reaching Londonderry the mem- 

rs drove to the Port and Harbour Commissioners’ 
Office where the use of the Board Room had been 
kindly granted by the Commissioners for the occasion. 

The minutes of last quarterly meeting were taken as 
read and signed by the President. 

Letters and telegrams of regret at inability to attend 
were received from several members. 


New MemMBERs. 


At the last meeting of the Association the following 
were nominated for membership, and were now unani- 
mously elected as members :— Messrs. H. H. CARLISLE, 
Saintfield ; HuGu Fioop, D.A.T.L, Belfast; J. H. 
McCrag, Londonderry ; and T. D. 8. Taytor, Emy- 
vale, Co. Monaghan. 

The Hon. Src. read a communication he had received 
from the Secretary of the Local Government Board re 
the compulsory employment of veterinary surgeons 
under the Dairies, Cowsheds, and Milkshops (Ireland) 


ously affected animals. The urgency of the situation is 


Order of 1908. 


— 
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BrrRRELL’s TUBERCULOSIS PREVENTION (LRELAND) ACT. 


This Act was discussed, and it was resolved :— 

(1) That greater protection should be provided 
against the consumption of tuberculous meat and milk, 
by stipulating that only members of the veterinary pro- 
fession shall appointed as inspectors. 

(2) That Section 16 of the Bill should be made man- 
datory, otherwise there will be no uniformity of 
working, and in many places the main object of the 
Bill will be defeated, viz. the prevention of the 
disease. 

(3) Owing to the deterniined opposition offered by 
a very large proportion of the local authorities to the 
new Dairies, Cowsheds, and Milkshops Order, and par- 
ticularly to the appointmeut of veterinary officers to 
carry out the provisions of that Order, any measure of 
an optional character will in very many cases either be 
entirely ignored or carried out in a_ half-hearted 
manner. 


SUGGESTIONS Re THE DAIRIES, COWSHEDS, 
AND MILKSHOPS (IRELAND) ORDER, 1908. 
By J. H. McCraz, M.R.C.V.S., Londonderry. 


Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,—We have before us 
one of the most important subjects which at present is 
occupying the minds of professional men, urban and 
district councils, and the public generally. It is of 
great interest to the veterinary profession, for with it 
should lie the responsibility of eradicating disease from 
our dairy stock, thus purifying our :nilk supply. 

This new Order, which came into force on May Ist, 
was long overdue, and was heartily welcomed by those 
who had the health of the community at heart, and also 
the health of our cattle. We know that in Ireland one 
of the greatest industries is the production of live stock, 
so it behoves us as veterinarians to keep our animals as 
free from infectious and contagious diseases as possible. 
It is ancient history the ravages tubereulosis—a most 
insidious disease—-is playing at the present time, especi- 
ally amongst dairy cows. 

One naturally asks the question—Is the new Order 
everything that we could wish for, if not, where are 
the weak points? If these are rectified and the Order 
carried out in an efficient manner will we arrive at the 
end in view, viz., the eradication of communicable 
diseases. 

IT am snre you are all conversant with the Order. 
The first provision of which deals with the registration 
by the Local Authority of all persons carrying on the 
trade of cowkeepers, dairymen, or purveyors of milk. In 
Sub-section 5 of this article it states “a person who 
carries on the trade of cowkeeper or dairyman for the 
purpose only of making butter or cheese, or both, and 
who does not carry on the trade of purveyor of milk 
shall not for the pur of registration be deemed to 
be a person carrying on the trade of cowkeeper or 
dairyman, and need not be registered.” Now this, to 
my mind, is a serious mistake. Butter and cheese made 
from infected milk are infected. The sale of butter and 
buttermilk in this district is practically a trade in itself. 
Replying to a communication from Derry No. 1 Rural 
District Council, a letter was received from the Local 
Government Board stating that in their opinion a 
person who sold buttermilk was not to be regarded 
as a purveyor of milk within the meaning of the 
Order. This simply means a purveyor of buttermilk 
will not be registered, his dairy and cattle will not be 
inspected, and infected animals will escape detection. 

ecan scarcely understand why buttermilk should 
be exempted, we all know that the process of manu- 
facture does not eliminate disease, but rather aggravates 
it. Milk has got to lie a varying length of timebefore 
churning, sometimes in surroundings which are far 


from being ideal, in fact some of them are filthy. We 
must remember that buttermilk is largely used as a 
food amongst the children of the poorer classes who, 
from their surroundings, are most susceptible to 
disease. 

Again, those who send milk to the creameries require 
registration. Now it follows if a man has diseased 
cattle and has been in the habit of sending his milk to 
a creamery, he will stop doing so to escape supervision, 
and will make butter, sell the buttermilk or use it on 
his farm. This is not only an injustice to those who 
buy the butter and buttermilk, but a great injustice to 
other dairymen who come within the scope of the 
Order and are subject to inspection, as the farmer who 
is not under supervision will probably equip his dairy 
with his ncighbour’s condemed cattle. 

Article 2.-The inspection of cattle in dairies.— 
“ Every occupier of a dairy wherein any cattle may be 
kept and which the Medical Officer of Health, Sani: ary 
Sub-officer, or any other officer of the Loca! Authority 
specially authorised by them in that behalf or other 
person so anthorised may meet for the purpose of in- 
specting cattle ard every person for the time being 
having the care or control of such dairy or of ong.coaee 
therein shall afford such Medical Officer of Health, 
Sanitary Sub-ofticer or officer, or any person so authorised 
all reasonable assistance that may for the purpose of 
inspection be required by him.” 

consider this article is a slur on the veterinary pro- 
fession. Medical Officers of Health as a rule will 
acknowledge that they they know little about the in- 
spection of cattle. If that is so it will be unnecessary 
to state that a sanitary sub-officer will know less. It is 
absolutely essential that an inspector of dairies should 
be a qualified veterinary surgeon, that he should inspect 
each dairy at proper em Bao No other person is cap- 
able of thoroughly performing such duties, and the 
suggestion that an unqualified man should act as in- 
spector and only call in a veterinary surgeon when he 
deems it necessary or wher he is in doubt is neither an 
effectual or proper method of inspection. Sanitary 
sub-officers very often do their best, but is it compatible 
with common sense to expect a man without the most 
elementary training in the subjects pertaining to veteri- 
nary science to detect diseases amongst dairy cattle? If 
it was to the dairyman’s advantage to co-operate with 
the authorities to detect and eradicate diseases the 
matter would be entirely different, but it is not directly 
to his advantage to have diseased animals condemned, 
knowing that he will receive no compensation and will 
suffer the inconvenience and loss of milk. A dairyman 
under these circumstances cannot be expected to point 
out a diseased animal to an officer who has not the 
knowledge necessary to enable him to detect this for 
himself. 

Is it pertinent to ask how these officers are to proceed? 
One can, to a certain extent, understand an unqualified 
man being in charge of an abattoir, when with experi- 
ence the result of some diseases are easily detected in the 
carcase, but how is an unqualified man, even with a life 
experience able to detect a case of tuberculosis? He 
may suspect an animal with a cough, but will he ever 
suspect a case in which the glands of the udder are 
affected ? 

All animals supplying milk should be subjected to 
the tuberculin test, and only those certified as sound 
should be used for the supply of milk to the community. 
Those that react should be fattened and slaughtered, 
those that as sound should be used as food, the 
owners of those that are condemned should be compen- 
sated and all clinically affected animals should be 
destroyed. 

Some County Councils have appointed the dispensary 
medical officers, remunerating them at the rate of about 
£11 per annum. These officers have been appointed 
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with power to call in a veterinary surgeon at a fixed fee 
if occasion demands. Can we expect members of the 
medical profession to take the time and trouble of 
thoroughly inspecting dairy cattle, then go from a filthy 
byre, perhaps, to an important operation. One of our 
local dispensary officers when approached by a member 
of the District Council and asked if he would accept 
the appointment as Inspector at the fee of 5s. per visit, 
was told that if he did not take it one of the local “ vets” 
would be glad to get it. 

The day has come when veterinary surgeons have not 
to take a subordinate pusition in matters pertaining to 
public health, this cannot be carried out without their 
aid, but one is surprised to find in some districts the 
sub-sanitary ofticer will have to report suspicious cases 
to the medical inspector, and he in turn will have to 
fall back on a veterinary surgeon for his information. 

The expenditure involved in appointing a qualified 
veterinary surgeon seems to be one of the principal 
barriers, but this can scarcely account for the action of 
some of the councils, which have subsidised their 
medical officers at a rate which if taken collectively 
would have paid a veterinary surgeon to devote practi- 
cally his whole time to inspection at little if any more 
cost to the ratepayers. If the health of the community 
is at stake expense seems to be a barbarous excuse. 

Article 3.—“ Every cowkeeper shall provide that every 
cowshed in his occupation shall be sufficiently lighted 
with windows or openings, whether in the sides or roof, 
thereof of not less than one-fifteenth of the floor area 
of such cowshed.” 

This isa most important article, and should be carried 
out to its fullest extent. Windows should be made 
compulsory. Openings are by no means satisfactory for 
lighting purposes, as in the majority of cases one would 
find them stuffed with straw, or covered over with sack- 
ing, and certainly daylight is a great incentive to clean- 
liness. The old idea that cattle are more content and 
thrive better in darkness has been proved a fallacy. 

Article 4.—Provides that every cowkeeper shall 
cause every cowshed in his occupation to be ventilated 
by means of apertures to the open air, of which apertures 
a number not less than one-half of the number of cows 
for which the cowshed is used, with an area of not 
less than 15 square inches for each cow, shall be provided 
in the sides of the cowshed at a height of not less than 
6 feet above the floor level, and these apertures shall be 
supplemented by an opening or openings at or near the 
highest point of the cowshed of a total area of not less 
than 20 square inches for each cow. 

Ventilation is one of the most important factors in 
the preservation of the health of animals, and is a sub- 
ject which has been sadly neglected in the past. Open- 
ings will require to be so constructed that there will be no 
direct draughts on the cattle, otherwise serious conse- 

uences might ensue. It would be impossible to lay 
) om hard and fast rules for a system of ventilation, 
seeing that there is such a variety in the construction 
of cowsheds. Here again only those with a thorough 
training in veterinary hygiene are competent to deal 
with this matter. 

Article 5, of the order, which pertains to the amount 
of air space required, has met with great hostility, but 
it is necessary that animals should have at least 500 
cubic feet of air space to keep them in health, especially 
when there are a number together. 

In conclusion, I fail to see how the order can be 
efficiently carried out without thorough veterinary in- 
spection of dairy stock and cowsheds. Efficient inspec- 
tion would eradicate communicable diseases from our 
animals, thus purifying our milk supply. 

The was well received, Messrs. Thompson, Ross, 
Orr, McConnell, Gregg, and Jordan, taking part in the 
discussion. 


Mr. Grece said he was sure they all agreed with him 
that they were being very unfairly treated by many 
local sanitary authorities over the country in reference 
to this new Dairies and Cowsheds Order. This unfair 
treatment was due to at least two causes, first, the 
idea that the whole thing was a fad, and that there was 
no danger whatever in cows,and second,the powerful local 
influence both on and off Sanitary Boards, of medical 
doctors. The spirit of the Order was in favour of 
appointing veterinary surgeons, but it might as well not 
have been, because the people did not want it—they did 
not want any sanitary reform that would give them 
trouble. Therefore, when it was not compulsory to 
appoint veterinary surgeons, they simply appointed the 
most popular man in the district. 

Speaking of the second cause of unfair treatment to 
the profession, Mr. Gregg said it was well known that 
medical men had many ways of becoming popular and 
getting influence, seeing they were so much in and out 
of the homes of the people ; soif they wanted any little 
thing done they had only to mention it to a few friends 
and the thing wasaccomplished. Was itnot a gross breach 
of st gw for these men to be running in and out of 
byres ? What would the medical profession say if veteri- 
nary surgeons commenced to run in and out of sick 
rooms and dwelling houses to see if things were in 
a sanitary condition? and if they were fit for human 
habitation ? 

He might say in passing that the veterinary profess- 
ion had no better friends than up-to-date medical men 
such as Dr. Clibborn, and leading men in all countries 
of the noble medical profession. How were they to 
counteract the damage that had already been done to 
their profession by many appointments that had been 
made over the country? Well, the Order gave them 
one means at least of protecting themselves, and it was 
to be found in Article 16, Clause 2, which said “Such 
udder or teats as shall be certified by a veterinary sur- 
geon to be tubercular or otherwise dangerous to health, 
the milk of such shall not be sold for human food.” 

He then moved the following resolution: “That as 
many local sanitary authorities do not yet appreciate 
the necessity of preventing the spread of tuberculosis 
from animals to man, they will not in many cases ap- 
point veterinary surgeons as inspectors ; and as the law 
as it at present stands allows them to appoint the most 
pose man, irrespective of qualification, we urge the 

ocal Government Board and His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment to immediately remedy this gross injustice to our 
profession and the public.” 

The resolution was unanimously adopted. 

A vote of thanks to the Chairman and Essayist 
brought the meeting to a close. 

James A. JorDAN, Hon. Sec. 


Death from Glanders. 


At the City of London Coroner’s Court, on Tuesday, 
Mr. F Danford Thomas, the deputy coroner, held an 
inquest with reference to the death of Henry William 
Cross, aged 32 years, a horsekeeper, lately living at River 
Street, Clerkenwell, who died of glanders. Mr. Hunting, 
F.R.C.V.S., Chief Veterinary Surgeon to the L.C.C., was 
present in court. 

Ellen Cross, the widow of the deceased, stated that 
the deceased had been in the em loy of Mr. Robert 
Benjamin Pettit, in River Street, Clerkenwell, for some 
time, where he had to look after the horses in the cab 
yard. On Thursday fortnight, August 16th, he com- 
plained of feeling very queer when he came home, and 
she went round to their club doctor and got a bottle of 
medicine for diarrhoea and sickness. On the Friday 
they went together to Victoria Station to meet their boy, 
who was coming back from a holiday at Broadstairs, 
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when he still complained of feeling queer. On the 
Wednesday week as he got no better & went to St. Bar- 
tholomew’s and became an out-patient. He continued 
to attend until the 18th when his condition became so 
grave that they admitted him. 

The Coroner: Did you hear what was the matter 
with him?—No. I went to see him in the hospital but 
I did not hear what he was suffering from, he only com- 
plained of pain and swellings in his arm. 

Did he ever speak of glanders ?—No. 

Never referred to glanders in any way !—No, never, 
I had never heard the word until at the hospital he said 
something about “ Keep the horse away ” when he was 
delirious, and referred to glanders. 

What did he principally complain of ?—I noticed a 
lump in his leg and he complained of nothing beside 
that until he went into the hospital. Continuing, wit- 
ness said that she had never heard the word glanders, 
but he had spoken of some horse being ill at the stables, 
that was when he came home one day with a lot of 
slimy stuff on his shirt. He connected that with the 
horses, but said it was through something he had been 
giving them. One of the remarks he made in the hos- 
pital was “ Don’t go near that horse.” She had no idea 
of the name or description of the ill horse as he had 
never mentioned it. 

Dr. Chas. Reginald Hoskin, House Surgeon at St. 
Bartholomew’s Hospital, said he had had the case 
under his notice since the 11th of Angust, when the 
deceased attended as an out-patient. He told witness 
that he had a pain in his right shoulder then, but said 
he could not account for it except that he had hurt him- 
self. Witness had him X-rayed, but as it did not reveal 
_ injury he gave him something for the shoulder to 
rub in. 

The Coroner: What did you suspect it was then !— 
I thought it might be arthritis. 

You did not suspect it was glanders at that time ?—I 
had nothing to arouse my suspicion. 

Did you notice any running from the nose !—No. 

The Coroner (to the widow): Did he havea running 
from the nose—a discharge ?—Yes, he had for days. 

Dr. Hoskin : I never noticed it, and be did not men- 
tion it.—Continuing, witness said that on the 16th there 
was a sore on the shoulder which he dressed, but on 
the 18th there was a large swelling on the right shoulder 
and three on the left arm, and one on the right leg. 
The pulse was 100, and temperature 103. His condition 
was then getting graveand he was admitted. He noticed 
nothing from the nose even then. 

The Coroner: Did you diagnose it as glanders then? 
ao I thought it was empyema due to pus in the 


When did you first suspect it was glanders ?—I first 
found that out for certain two days before he died, 
although clinically there was nothing really to point to 
it then. On the 18th there was pus under the deltoid 
muscle in the abscess, and from that pus we cultured 
and we found bacilli of glanders in it on the 19th, and 
concluded it was an acute case. 

What treatment did you employ ’—Vaccine treat- 
ment ; there was really nothing else to do, we knew 
that it was almost hopeless from the start. The respira- 
tions at that time had got to 60 or 70. He gradually 
got worse, and died at 1.30 on the Saturday. 

Did you use quinine ?—No, we tried the only remedies 
known together with the best skill and science that was 
in the hospital. We put up a fight for his life, but such 
cases are generally fatal. 

What is the period usually occupied in incubation of 
the bacilli of A moet ?—Three to ten days. 

Would you consider it was an early symptom when 
he had the medicine for the diarrhea on the 6th !—No, 
I hardly think so. 

Do you think it was when he came to the hospital ?— 


Yes, I should suppose now it was, although there was 
uothing at the time to indicate it. 

Are cases of glanders hard to discover !— Yes, very, 
they can so easily be taken for something else until too 
late, that is often the case. 

Walter Baker, foreman to Mr. Pettitt, said that there 
were about 70 to 80 horses in the cabyard. There was 
only one owner to the lot. They had a man who came 
in every day to see after the horses. 

The Coroner: And what are your instructions as to 
sick horses ?—-To report them at once. Continuing, 
witness said that he knew Cross, and it was last Wednes- 
day week when he last did any work in the yard, al- 
though he called for his money on the Saturday. There 
was another man ill from the yard ; he was taken bad 
with rheumatics three or four days before Cross. Wit- 
ness had inquired after him and he was going on all 
right. They had lost two horses cut of the yard during 
the last few weeks, one had died froin lockjaw, and one 
was worn right out. It was the first case of glanders 
he had known of. In the first week in August they had 
two horses ill. They had six horsekeepers all of whom 
looked after different sections of the yard, but he was 
almost certain that no horse was ill in the section that 
deceased had charge of. 

Mr. Hunting: Have you been all round the horses to 
see if they are all right ?—No, but we have a Mr. Ray- 
mond who looks after them every day. 

Where do you get your horses from, do you buy them 
at auction ?—No, not very often at auction. 

Have you had many cases of glanders in this yard ! 
—-We have never had a case of glanders. 

What do yon do witn yonr horses that die or have 
to be killed 7—They are sent to Harrison, Barber and 
Co. ; they took the two dead ones away. 

If you have seen glanders you know that “ worn out” 
is a very common symptom of glanders, is that not so? 
---I did not know. I have had nothing to do with 
glanders. 

This other man is ill with rheumatic pains the same 
as the deceased started with /—Not that I know of. 

Dr. Hoskin: I have had this man up when I knew 
what this case was, but he is not suffering from 
glanders. 

Mr. Hunting : But is it not a fact that glanders is 
not diagnosed until two days before death. It is simply 
undiagnosable until the patient is nearly deae. It is 
only found out about two days before they die and 
then they go off. We use mallein in a stable to dis- 
cover if we can when a man is taken ill if there is 
glanders there, which is about the only means of find- 
ing out. I am not casting any reflection on the doctors, 
but they simply cannot diagnose a case. In the last 
case that we had, that of a horse at Pimlico, that died 
in the same way—worn out, and shortly after we had 
three more cases out of the same stable. 

A Juror: Can Harrison, Barber and Co. tell ¢ 

Mr. Hunting : The men can, but won’t tell, although 
I am not now casting any reflection, I am a little em- 
phatic, as we are so anxious to do everything we can to 
stamp this ont. 

Robert Savage, a horsekeeper, was next called, and 
said he had charge of 14 horses. He knew Cross. He 
had been there five years. Deceased said he was ill 
with diarrheea and sickness, but he never connected it 
with the horses. They had had horses ill, but nothing 
unusual. Two had had to be killed that month, some 
time before Bank Holiday. He knew Mr. Raymond by 
sight and he looked after all the herses. 

Mr. Hunting: Did yon ever see a case of glanders ?-— 
Yes, some years ago, but not lately. 

Mr. Berton Raymond was then called, and said that 
he had the care of the horses. He was not a qualified 
veterinary surgeon but he had studied horses and horse 
treatment at Oxford. He came to London 32 years ago 
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and for three years had been looking after this yard. 
Tn all he had six hundred horses to look after. He had 
had plenty of experience, as he was at one time assistant 
to Mr. Clark of the L.G.O. Company at Islington. He 
had seen many cases of glanders before the L.C.C had 
had anything to do with it, [Mr. Hunting: I may say 
that the Act has been in force since 1869.] There had 
been no case of glanders in this yard, and if there had 
been and he not reported it he would have been a fool, 
as he would lay himself open to a £20 fine. He cer- 
tainly should never think of doing otherwise than re- 
porting a case. 

Mr. Hunting: Is it not a fact that you attend to the 
horses of the other Mr. Pettit ?—Yes. 

And he has had cases of glanders ?—-Yes, but that has 
nothing to do with this yard or this case. 

Asa matter of fact 40 cases were found out of 100 
horses, were there not !—Reacters, yes. 

What would happen toa worn out horse in this stable ! 
—It would not be sent away without my knowledge. 
If it were sold or sent away it would first be tested 
with mallein. If there was anything suspicious I 
should call Shaw in, but [ have not had to. 

How long is it since you have used mallein ?—I have 
not had to give mallein as a test for four months. I 
have not had a case of glanders since I have had care of 
the yard, and I put that down to the way I keep the 
troughs. 

It is very unusual for a stable of 70 horses not to have 
a case of glanders for so long, surely !—Yes, that may 
be, but [ put it down to the clean way it was kept. 

Are you sure that one of the horses of the other Mr. 
Pettit did not get into this yard ?—Yes, I am sure of 
that, becanse there is no interchangeable system 
between father and son: besides if a horse was break- 
ing up I should certainly have more discretion than to 
send it to another yard. By any ordinary rule of 
business it would be silly to do such a thing. 

A Juror: Who is Mr. Shaw that you spoke about 
calling —He is a County Council inspector. I should 
call him in any suspicious case. 

A Juror: What about the worn out ?—I did not call 
in Mr. Shaw over that because it had no disease in its 
legs. If I found anything at all the matter with a horse 
I should go to the foreman and ask him whether he 
knew anything of the matter, and if he spoke ill of the 
horse I should report the case at once. 

The Coroner : Have yon anything to conceal at all in 
this matter /—Nothing whatever. Why should I wish 
to conceal anything ? 

That is more for other people to judge ; all [ ask you 
is have you anything to conceal !—Nothing at all. I 
have always done my duty straightforwardly in the 
yard, and I put it down to my clean ways that the yard 
has been so exempt from glanders. 

Do you consider that Mr. Pettit has anything to con- 
ceal ?—Nothing that I know of, [ really do not see any 
reason why he should have. 

The Coroner : (to Mr. Hunting) Have you seen these 
horses !—I have not been there as I was only notified 
this morning, but I am going directly after this case is 
over. 

A Juror: Has anyone been in an official capacity ?— 
Mr. Hunting: Not that I know of. 

A Juror: What is the usual course pursued then. 
How do yon come to examine any horses at all ?—Mr. 
Shaw goes when he is sent for and makes a thorough 
examination. I am taking his position for the time 
being. We have a right to go anywhere if we have 
a reasonable cause for suspicion, but our great difficulty 
is to get information. 

The Coroner: And could you find out whether there 
was glanders in the yard !—Yes, if we found a worn out 
horse we should test it with mallein. 


And is that an infallible test !— Nearly. 

And how long does it take to arrive at a definite con- 
clusion ?—About 24 hours is long enough. 

A Juror: Is it possible to get glanders from an out- 
side source !—It might be possible if he went to see a 
friend who had a glandered horse. 

A Juror : What happens to a worn out horse ?—He is 
killed and sold as cat’s meat. 

A Juror: And what guarantee is there as to the 
horse being healthy before being cut up!—I can only 
say that we examine the intestine of as many as we can 
hear of, but of course I don’t suppose we hear of 
ther all. 

A Juror: And there is a great risk in that way then? 
--We do all we possibly ean in the matter. The L.C.C, 
are very anxious to stamp out glanders, and we never 
miss an opportunity of testing, but the danger is in the 
cases we never get to hear of. 

A Mr. Morris, who said he was the business manager 
to the Mr. Pettitt, at whose yard it had been stated 
that glanders had been discovered, at this point rose 
and said he wished to clear up any erroneous impression 
there might be in the minds of the jury. They actually 
wrote to the L.C.C. asking them to mallein the yard, 
and that was how it was discovered. 

A Juror: Could a man get it by inhaling the breath 
of a horse ¢ 

Dr. Hoskin : I should certainly say so. 

A Juror: Can you explain to me why it was that it 
was not discovered before ?—He showed no symptom of 
it at the start, and although he had a discharge at the 
nose we did not get to know that until it was too late. 

A Juror: And you did not inquire ?—You must bear 
in mind there was nothing to lead me to suppose that 
it was a case of glanders. All he said when he came 
in was that he was suffering from a pain in the shoulder 
—a very trivial matter. 

The Coroner (to foreman Baker): Have there been 
any horses taken ont of the yard recently ?—No, sir, not 
that I know of. 

Well, I suppose you would know if anyone did. Has 
a horse been taken to Kennington that you know of !— 
Not that I know of. 

What is the penalty for not reporting a horse that is 
suffering from glanders ? 

Mr. Hunting: A fine of £20. 

A Juror: What I am curious to know is, can it be got 
from a human being ? 

Dr. Hoskin: I suppose it could be, because we have 
a case on record at a hospital where one man had it 
and gave it to ten others in the ward, all of whom died : 
but that was in the days before antiseptics. I do not 
think such a thing would be possible now. 

The Coroner: Anyway there is no doubt this man 
died from glanders, and I suppose, Mr. Hunting, you 
are going to make a thoroughly minute examination of 
the horses left in the yard. 

Mr. Hunting: Yes, sir. 

A Juror: I think the other man that has been re- 
ferred to ought be kept under the strictest observation. 

Dr. Hoskin: He has gone out of my care. I asked 
him to come up, as [ had heard the history of this case, 
but I found on making a thorough examination that he 
was not so snffering, and now [ believe he is in the 
University College Hospital. You see he has no swell- 
ing of the leg or arm. 

A Juror: Nevertheless it is a case sufficiently near the 
border line to make ns say that he ought to be strictly 
looked after until it is certain he is well. 

The Coroner : There is not the least doubt that will 
be done now. 

A Juror: Weare also told that horse slaughterers will 
not notify cases of glanders. and we think that it ought 


to be rigidly enforced that they do, so as to stamp it out. 


August 29, 1908 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


139 


The Coroner: Can it be stamped out ? 
Mr. Hunting: The L.C.C. are doing their utmost to 
do so. Weare going through studs of horses and find- 
ing twenty cases instead of one, and if we goon steadily 
I presume that in course of time we sha'l get it under. 
| should not like it to be thought that | said the horse 
slaughterer, would not notify, though cases are slipped 
by some men. 

The Coroner: We ail understood what you meant. 

After a short consultation, the Jury then returned a 
verdict that the deceased died from glanders, and by 
misadventure. 


Calf-Weaning in Forfarshire. 


The practice adopted by a Forfarshire blacksmith for 
the weaning of a calf was the subject of investigation 
at a Justice of Peace Court held at Dundee on Monday, 
at which Provost Stewart, Monifieth, presided. The 
charge against Robert Thomson, blacksmith, Old Toll 
House, Newtyle Road, Auchterhouse, was that on 3rd 
July in a field to the west of the public road leading 
from Dromley Station to Auchterhouse, he ill-treated a 
cow and a calf by fastening a leather band with four 
sharp spikes measuring about 33 inches in length around 
the head of the calf, a little above the nostrils, whereby 
the calf on attempting to snck the cow pricked and 
lacerated the cow’s udder, while the calf on attempting 
to lick its own body pricked itself, and thereby the 
cow and calf suffered severe and unnecessary pain. A 
plea of not gnilty was tendered. 

Mr. J. R. Baillie, veterinary surgeon, Cupar, said that 
on 3rd July when passing Thomson’s field he observed 
the calf witha leather belt and spikes round its head. 
The cow se ye to lick the calf, but when its tongue 
came against the spikes it immediately stopped. The 


calf also desired to lick itself, but it could not do so for 
the spikes. There was a scar about an inch and a half 
long on the near side of the cow’s udder. He thonght 
accused’s purpose was to keep the calf from sucking the 
cow. The usual custom of farmers weaning calves was 
to take them away from their mothers. He had heard 
of this practice being used in Forfarshire, but it was not 
general. In answer to Mr. Wilkie, who appeared for 
accused, witness said that he observed no scars upon the 
calf. Witness considered the practice a cruel one. 

George Thomas Walters, an Inspector of the Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, said that the 
spikes shown to the Court were smaller than those in- 
serted in the leather band on the day in question. It 
was a b-rbarous instrument to put on acalf, but accused 
informed witness that it had been in practice for some 
fifty years. 

Mr. M‘Lauchlan Young, Aberdeen University and 
North of Scotland College of Agriculture, stated that 
in teaching various methods of weaning he mentioned 
the one in question as a recognised custom, but ‘t was a 
custom he condemned on the principle that it was in- 
flicting unnecessary pain. The method in question was 
recognised a!] over Scotland. 


THE Derence—Cask Sroprer. 


Robert Black, V.S.,Lochee, said that on 18th July he ex- 
amined the cow and calf, and not a scratch nor scar could 
be observed. He did not think the spikes would penetrate 

the cow’s skin. It was the only practice he had seen in 
operation, and certainly it was the best. 
_ Andrew Spreull, jun., Dundee, stated that the instru- 
_ ment shown was the best in nse, and it was impossible 
for it to inflict injuries on the cow or calf. 
| The Justices intimated that they had heard sufficient 
' evidence to decide the case. Provost Stewart said that 
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the Bench had unanimously come to the conclusion that 
they could not sustain the complaint, and that they 
could nut convict accused of cruelty. The Bench thought 
that accused had no intention of iuflicting any cruelty, 
and they were of opinion that no cruelty had been 
proved. Their judgment did not infer any approval of 
this method, They found accused not guilty, and at 
the same time the Bench thought there had been some 
want of good, sound judginent on the part of the officers 
in bringing up this case. (Applause) This prosecution 
should never have been brought, and it was a little 
hard that accused should get expenses for his trouble. 
If charges of this kind were brought forward and the 
time of the Court taken up in what appeared to be 
such a trifling matter they would have to protect 
those charged. They did not want to throw any damper 
on the zeal of the inspectors who did their duty in a 
reasonable way, but they thought they had erred in 
bringing accused into Court.—J. B. A. 


Belfast Dairymen's Grievances. 


The South Belfast Dairymen’s Association held a 
very successful meeting on Friday evening, 21st inst., at 
the Kinghan Hall, Botanic Avenne. About 50 dairy- 
men and cowkeepers were present. 

Councillor James Gregg, M.R.C.V.S., was moved to 
the chair, and said the occupation of dairyman was one 
of the most honourable callings man could be engaged 
in. It was as old as Abraham, who was an expert in 
dairy cattle and in sanitation, because when he dirtied 
one place he moved his tent toanvther. At the present 
time dairymen could not move about so freely, so that 
when they dirtied a place they had to clean it again or 
they created a plague. It was just that difference be- 
tween the dairyman Abraham and themselves that gave 
them all the trouble. The law of the land stepped in 
and said you shall do so-and-so to produce a clean milk 
for the people, and ke was sure they would all admit 
that it was right that it should, because although those 
he saw before him might be most particular, there was 
always a careless person here and there would not use 
the necessary precautions. It was the way that these 
laws were framed and administered that they were there 
to discuss. A law might be oppressive, but it became 
doubly oppressive if it was administered by a person 
without discretion, knowledge, diplomacy, or feeling. 
He took it that they all believed that the person to 
whom they would trnst the good name, and, to an 
extent, their very living, should have some knowledge 
of this subject. He should understand a cow scientifi- 
cally and practically, and he should understand the 
class of house in which that cow could live in the naxi- 
mum of health. He thought they would admit that 
they themselves, with the exception of his own profess- 
ion, were the best judges of this condition. They would 
certainly never think of calling in their family doctor ; 
but the Government knew better, and placed him along- 
side the veterinary surgeon as a person suitable to in- 
spect a byre. They could not get justice without know- 
ledge. The man without knowledge was always sweep- 
ing in his assertions. The man with knowledge was 
always cautions and slow to act, and therefore if the 
honest men wished to carry on the business in quiet- 
ness and comfort they would require to demand from 
the authorities that the greatest known knowledge be 
brought to bear on their byres and cattle, before they 
were asked to close them up orspend money. They had 
the matter in their own hands, and the public would be 
with them if they demanded correct inspection and re- 
fused the spurious inspection of amateurs. 

The Chairman then called upon Mr. Lough, a practi- 
cal dairyman, who said that the troubles of the dairy- 
men of Belfast were only exceeded by those of Job, 


and withal they had to try and make it pay. If they 
did not they were looked upon as bad citizens. The 
were all prepared to assist the authorities, and were all 
anxious to produce a pure and clean milk, but the 
expected some emote in their effort. They objec 

to the authorities always taking them for rogues, and 
ee as if they were dodgers instead of honest 
men. They considered that the mode of inspection at 
present was not by any means perlect, z.e., they had the 
veterinary inspector coming to see the cows, and the 
medical officer of he1lth and his men coming to inspect 
the byres that the cows lived in. Why should not the 
veterinary do both? Was he not the man to use dis- 
cretion in the matter of byres? He thought that the 
veterinary was the man for this work. He objected to 
the light space being one-fifth of the floor space, as it 
would be too hot in summer and too cold in winter. 
Some years ago there were 400 dairymen in Belfast, but 
now there were only 300. What had happened to the 
other 100? Did they die from tuberculosis? He 
thought not. He thought they disappeared on account 
of bad times and unnecessary restrictions, and as a con- 
sequence many poor children had to go short, and they 
would be better for a little milk, even if they ran the 
chance of taking tuberculosis. 

A Member: Why is condensed milk not inspected. 
It may be full of tubercle bacilli. 

Mr. Lough replied that if their milk is inspected it 
would only be fair to have condensed miik examined 
also. He further suggested that the byres of the cit 
had been built from plans approved by the Council, 
therefore it would only be fair if alterations were re- 
—_ by the new order that the Council do themselves. 

e considered that the veterinary inspector should 
examine all milk cows in the market, and if he was 
suspicious that any of them were not sound, he should 
have the power to put them in a pound or vard and test 
them, sc that the dairyman should |» -aved the ex- 
pense and trouble of unconsciously buying an unsound 
animal. He wound up by moving the following resolu- 
tion :—“ That we, the members of the South Belfast 
Dairymen’s Association, are of opinion that all byres 
and cowsheds should be inspected by the veterinary 
inspector, he having the necessary knowledge to use ex- 
pert discretion. We do not consider that the medical 
officer of health and his assistants are the proper parties 
to certify on byres as to their proper fitness to keep cows 
in good health.” 

This was seconded by Mr. Carlisle, and passed unani- 
mously. 

Several other gentlemen having spoken, it was re- 
solved that the following deputation appear before the 
Pnblic Health Committee on Thursday, August 27th : 
Messrs. Longh, Finlay, Harvey, and Brown, with the 
Secretary. 

A vote of thanks to the Chairman terminated the 
meeting.— Belfast Evening Telegraph. 


Warranty with Fluky Sheep. 


At Bristol County Court, on 14th inst., Robert Laver, 
of Bridgwater, sued George Russell, farmer, of Winford 
for £13 2s., in respect of a number of sheep which 
plaintiff said were warranted sound, whereas they were 
suffering from flukes. 

Mr. Vachell (instructed by Mr. Hagon, of Bridgwater) 
appeared for the plaintiff, and Mr. Cyril Meade-King 
detended. 

Mr. Vachell said the sheep were bought in Bristol 
market on March 12th, there being sixteen at 35s. 6d. 
They were driven by easy stages to Bridgwater, where 
they arrived on the 15th, and were placed on Mr. D. 
Denman’s farm, Haygrove. At Taunton oor, on 
the 14th, Mr. Laver sold the sheep to Mr. Bell for 
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38s. 6d. each, and they were taken to his farm at North 
Petherton. On April ist Mr. Bell sold the sheep to 
Mr. George Raines, farmer, of Weare, for 39s. each. 
One of the sheep was so ill that it was taken back to 
North Petherton, and died on the way in the cart. The 
rest soon became so out of condition that Mr. Bell had 
to take them back. They were then returned to Mr. 
Denman’s farm at Gist, and arrived on April 22nd. It 
was found that they were suffering from flukes. Some 
others died, and on May 6th twelve were sold by auction 
in Bridgwater market, ten realising 30s. each. The 
disease was very slow in developing, and at first the 
bile flowed very freely and the appetite improved, but 
later the liver was attacked and Soteael and death 
ensued. He understood that Mr. Russell denied giving 
a warranty, but at any rate he said he did not warrant 
“ for all time.” 

The Judge ; The warranty must be applicable to the 
time of the sale, and no other. 

Mr. Laver said the sheep were verbally warranted 
“sound and good doers.” 

Cross-examined : He had been good friends with Mr. 
Russell ; shook hands with him a week ago, and hoped 
todo so again. It was not usual to have written war- 
ranties. In all his life he had not had ten written. For 
fifty years he had been in business as an auctioneer. 
He would not buy in Bristol market without a warranty, 
because ow came there to be sold for all sorts of 
pur . He did not mean to reflect on the character 


of the 

Mr. W. Morgan Scott, F.R.C.V.8., Bridgwater, said a 
sheep he examined had oviously contracted the disease 
in the previous autumn. It did not follow that the 
other sheep had the disease. 

John Bell, dealer, of North Petherton, spoke to buy. 
yo sheep from Mr. Laver, and Mr. G. Denman, 
of Haygrove Farm, Bridgwater, said that while placed 
with him four of the sheep died from coathe—the 
Somerset name for fluke. No other sheep of Mr. Laver’s 
which were placed with him died about time. 

George Raines, farmer, of Weare, who bought the 
sheep from Mr. Bell, said he found something wrong 
= them, and Mr. Bell took them back some days 

ater. 

William Thomas Boone, farmer, of Bridgwater, said 
that ten of the sheep passed through his hands after 
the auction sale at Bridgwater. Three of them died 
from flukes, and he sold the seven. He did not know 
what had become of the seven. Some of them did not 
look as if they would live long. He sold them for 41s. 
a-piece, without a warranty. 

George Kussell stated that he bought the - on 
March 6th from Mr. Whitehead, who had bought them 
at an auction for 35s., witness giving 35s. 6d. for them. 
Nothing was said about a warranty. He thought the 
sheep must have caught a severe chill while being taken 
about the country. When he met Mr. Laver later he 
told witness he wanted to speak to him, and witness 
said he would see him presently, but he did not meet 
him again in the market thatday. Mr. Laver did not 
then speak of a warranty. 

George Russell, jun., a nephew of the previous witness, 
said he was present at the time of the deal. He heard 
nothing said about a warranty. He did not hear any- 
thing that was said. 

William John Russell, ason of defendant, also spoke 
to hearing a part of the conversation, and John White- 
head, of Castle vo gave evidence as to selling the 
sheep to Mr. Russell. 

Mr. Meade-King submitted that Mr. Laver’s memory 
was at fault when he said there was a warranty, and 
said that it was unusual to give a warranty in the sale 
of sheep at Bristol market. He emphasised the point 


that there was expert evidence as to the cause of death 
of only one of the sheep. 

The Judge said that happily there was no suggestion 
of fraud in this case, and “ believed both Mr. Laver 
and Mr. Russell told what they thought to be the truth 
in the witness-box. Turning, however, to the corres- 
pondence, they saw Mr. Laver referring to the warranty, 
and the inference was that as Mr. Russell did not deny 
the existence of a warranty at the time he could not do 
so. Since then the fact might have faded from his 
recollection, but at that time it seemed that he was 
under the impression that he was liable under a warranty 
if there had not been so muchdelay. His Honour gave 
a verdict for the plaintiff of ten guineas and costs.-- 
Somerset Gazette. 


Story of a Pomeranian Dog.—Action at 
Brighton. 


Sitting at Brighton County Court on Friday, the | 4th 
inst., his Honour Judge Scully was occupied for some 
hours in hearing a case in which Ann Snell, of 7, Pavilion 
Parade, Brighton, sued William H. Bowler, 25, Preston 
Park Avenue, for the returnof an orange-coloured Pomer- 
anian brood bitch, entrusted by plaintiff to defendant for 
stud purpeses, but which had never been returned, or 
for £25, its value, and £5 damages for its detention. In 
the alternative, plaintiff claimed £30 damages for the 
loss of the animal by defendant, by reason of his negli- 
gence as bailee for reward. Defendant had paid £8 7s. 
into Court in satisfaction of the whole of plaintiff's 
claim, notwithstanding which he denied his liability.— 
Mr. Kenelm Preedy (instructed by Messrs. Sharpe and 
Weir), appeared for plaintiff, and Mr. W. B. Campbell 
(instrueted by Messrs. Hardwick and Blaber), for 
defendant. 

Mr. E. Snell, husband of plaintiff, said that in the 
middle of January last he sent the animal in question 
to defendant for stud purposes. The fee was to be two 
guineas. Later in the day defendant asked him to take 
the dog back, and, as witness could not fetch it till late 
in the evening, he agreed to put it into a basket, and re- 
turn it. Witness asked him to fasten the basket securely. 
The deg was never returned, and subsequently defen- 
dant’s servant told him that it was pl in a basket 
and given into her charge to take to his house. When 
she got a little way down the road the dog got its head 
out, and in trying to secnre it she dropped the basket. 
The dog then got out and ran away. Witness gave 
£7 7s. for the animal when a puppy, and it was worth 
much more now. It was a beautiful orange-eolour, and 
three of a litter of its puppies had been sold for 11 
guineas. 

Cross-examined, witness said he had had the dog four 
years and he believed it to be five years old. 

Mrs. Snell corroborated her husband’s evidence, and 
said that a dealer had offered £20 for one of the animal’s 


puppies. 

Mr rs. Snell, plaintiff's daughter-in-law, said she received 
a telephone message about the escape of the dog from 
Mrs. Bowler, who said the servant girl who took charge 
of it was “a bit of a fool.” 

Mr. W. K. Stuart, veterinary surgeon, of 10, Seafield 
Road, Hove, said he would not value the dog at less than 
20 guineas. That particular shade of orange was rare. 
Cross-examined, witness agreed that from a show point 
of view it had several bad points. 

Mr. J.S. Shannon, veterinary surgeon, of Stanford 
Avenue, also valued the animal at 20 guineas. 

Mrs. Snell, sen., recalled, said that Mrs. Bowler offered 
to give her a brown bitch for the one that had been lost. 
Witness, however, wanted a black or orange, and also 
wanted her lawyer’s costs paid. 
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THE DereENce. 


For the defence, Mr. Campbell contended that there 
was no proof of negligence on the part ef defendant or 
his servant, and certainly no proof of such a degree of 
negligence under the special circumstances as to render 
defendant liable. In sending back the animal, defen- 
dant was performing a voluntary act, and was, therefore, 
a voluntary bailee from whom the same amount of care 
and caution was not required as was required from a 
remunerated bailee. 

Defendant said it was at plaintiff’s suggestion that he 
placed the animal in a basket to be returned. He heard 
the servant come back and say she had lost the dsg, and 
he was out looking for it till three o’clock the next 
morning. He also searched for it next day. As to the 
qualities of the dog, it was not likely to breed anything 
good for show. It had not got the Pomeranian points, 
and had a very poor pedigree. Its head was too broad 
and the nose part of the skull not long "7 ; its ears 
drooped ; it was long in the body, and it had a very 
poor coat. These defects would be sure to appear in its 
puppies. He put a value of ten shillings on it. 

rs. Bowler, who _ the dog in a basket to be re- 
turned, said the basket was in good condition. It was 
one used for sending her own dogs to shows. She 
fastened it quite securely with two keys and placed a 
strap round it. When the servant came back and said 
the dog had escaped she went out and followed it to the 
end of the avenue, and saw it disappear in a patch of 
cabbages. She denied saying that the servant was “a 
bit of a fool.” 

Cross-examined, witness said the animal had so many 
bad points that she did not think anyone who under- 


The ‘ Adaptable” 
Sterilizable Milk Fever 
Syringe. (Patented). 


In bringing the “ Adapt- 
able” Patent Milk Fever 
Syringe before the profess- 
ion, Messrs. Arnold wish to 
point out that it is an 
entirely new instrument, 
with facilities and advan- 
tages that must be apparent 
to everyone. It is madea 
different shape to those 
already on the market, hav- 
ing a separate tube with 
bulb attached for bringing 
about a continuous action 
of suction and _ injection. 
It is constructed so that 
when using it is much more 
convenient than the ordinar 
syringe, the bulb of the ordi- 
nary syringe being in the 
eentre of the tube, whereas 
the pressure bulb of the new 
“ Adaptable” being at the 
end of the pressure tube and 
apart from the suction tube, 
it leaves room to use the 
hands more fully, and at the 
same time the bow] for the 
suction tube can be placed 
in a safer position than 
otherwise. 


stood Pomeranians would buy it. She had seen many 
dogs of she same shade of orange. Mrs. Snell did 
3 ask her for an orange bitch, but for a black or 
sable. 

Re-examined, witness said an ordinary member of the 
publie might give £3 for the animal. 

Caroline Jane Stock, formerly a domestic servant in 
defendant’s employment, spoke to being entrusted with 
the animal to take to Mr. Snell’s house. The basket was 
securely fastened. She carried it at first in both hands, 
but the animal was “struggling for all it was worth,” 
and this made her arms ache. She then carried it by 
made the change the dog jum out. She dro the 
basket and ran after it. She could not explain oe the 
got out. 

Jross-examined, witness said that after this occur- 
rence her mistress lost her temper, and “turned round 
and gave me notice like any ordinary mistress would,” 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. Harry Tall, 21 Holland Road, Hove, who said his 
wife was a breeder of Pomeranians and that she and 
he had taken hundreds of prizes for dogs of that breed, 
expressed the opinion that the animal in question— 
which he had often seen—was absolutely worthless as 
aspecimen. He would not like to give a price at all 
for it,and would regard £5 as a fancy price. 

Mr. Campbell was proceeding to call further evidence 
when His Honour said he had made np his mind that 
there was no evidence that would justify him in holding 
negligence. After Mr. Preedy had argued the point at 
some length judgment was entered for defendant with 
costs. Leave to appeal was given.— Sussex Daily News. 


SUCTION TUBE 


fh 
Fs 
PRESSURE 
i 
" 


August 29, 1908 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 143 


Bowser v. Sheffield. 


Dear Sir,—I shall be greatly obliged if you would 
kindly insert the following additional list of subscribers 
to the Fund in the next number of 7'he Veterinary 


R 


Mr. A. D. Lalor, Sleaford ae a, 
R. B. Freeman, Dublin ey 
W. Edmonson, Harrogate 1 1 0 
Western Counties V.M.S. 22 0 


I shall be pleased to receive and acknowledge further 
subscriptions from all who are in sympathy with Mr. 
Sheffield.— Yours faithfully, 


G. Lockwoop, Hon. Sec. 
Park Honse, Westgate, 
Peterborough, Aug. 25. 


Meat Inspection in Morocco. 


The Echo de Paris has received the following telegram 
from Tangier: “An exciting incident occurred at the 
slaughter house on Monday. A French veterinary sur- 
geon, whose duty is to inspect the meat was receiv 
with jeers by the butchers. He had to withdraw before 
the hostile attitude of the natives present. The Pasha 
has severely reprimanded the head men of the Butchers’ 
Associations.” Paris, August 25th.-— Reuter. 


Mr. TroTTER, the veterinary surgeon to the Glasgow 
Corporation is busy examining a consignment of 22,000 
boxes of beef which arrived from New Zealand last 
month. Asa result of his examinations fully 11,000 of 
the boxes had been seized and destroyed, and there are 
several thousands of the boxes still to be examined. 
The boxes were of half a cwt. each. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 


Capt. J. B. Southey, A V.C.. at the Curragh has been 
selected for service with the Egyptian Army. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


THE LATE MR. F. W. WRAGG. 
Sir, 

Is it not time we called a halt in placing oil paintings in 
the Council Chamber of the R.C.V.S.? I am afraid our 
age will monopolise all the available space, and leave no 
room for the celebrities of our profession of the future. 
Moreover, after all, it is a somewhat useless expenditure of 
money. 

Our old friend will no doubt command a gocd round sum, 
which might be used for a much better purpose. We are 
not too well off in encouragement to our young members to 
work, and I am perfectly certain from my personal know- 
ledge of the late Mr. Wragg, that he would much rather 
any sum which may be subscribed were used to establish 
something in the shape of ‘‘ Wragg Prize,’’ to be competed 
for by students or qualified members. At any rate, such 
an expenditure would be a useful stimulus to our young 
members, and a fitting memorial to our lamented friend.— 
Yours truly, Gro. A. Bannan. 

Cambridge, Aug. 22. 


§.P.C.A. AND THE VETERINARY PROFESSION. 
Sir, 

I read your editorial in the current issue of The Veteri- 
naay Record with considerable interest. It is a very able 
plea for a better understanding between these Societies 


and the veterinary profession. I should like, however, to 
ask the following question—Who is to blame for the 
strained relations existing (especially in provincial towns) 
between these Societies and veterinary practitioners? I 
venture to suggest that in the great majority of cases it is 
the Society through its officers that is entirely toblame. | 
have observed in the majority of cases which have come 
under my notice, that the actual conditions have been 
grossly exaggerated by the officers of a Society—a small 
abrasion being described as a raw suppurating sore, and 
other conditions similarly twisted and enlarged to suit the 
case for the prosecution. This may be zeal on the part of 
the officers, but I have no hesitation in submitting that 
such conduct is undoubtedly inimical to the interests of the 
Society, in addition to being grossly unfair to the accused 
person. 

You are quite right, sir, when you say that there are a 
great many veterinary surgeons who, while heartily in 
sympathy with the objects of these Societies are neverthe- 
less thoroughly disheartened and disgusted with the 
methods adopted in many instances to obtain a conviction. 
I will state one or two reasons which cause many of my 
professional brethren and myself to refuse to have any- 
thing to do with cruelty prosecutions (either for the 


ed | Society or the defence) unless in exceptional cases. 


The first is that cases are so frequently grossly exag- 
gerated by the officers of a Society, and thus a glaring dis- 
parity exists between their evidence and that of the defence. 
The Bench naturally think some oue is telling an untruth, 
and invariably give the benefit of the doubt to the prosecu- 
cution in such cases—indeed I have on more than one occa- 
sion heard the following comment from the Bench—‘‘ there 
is at least this to be said for the evidence of the prosecu- 
tion, that it is unbiassed,’’ which in other words is nothing 
short of a base insinuation that the veterinary surgeons for 
the defence, either for the sake of the miserable fee attached 
to it, or other considerations, will give any evidence to suit 
the case. Is it likely that self-respecting veterinary sur- 
geons will risk being so addressed again? I think not? 

Another reason is that the officers, in their anxiety for a 
prosecution, refuse to accept the opinion of a veterinary 
surgeon when it happens to be against a prosecution, and 
go on with their case notwithstanding such an opinion. It 
was an experience of this kind which caused me to sever 
my connection with them, but in my case the officers went 
a step further, by stating in open court that I had never 
given such an adverse cpinion to them. Now it is within 
my knowledge that a large number of veterinary surgeons 
have been similarly treated. 

I enclose a local report giving a report of a case tried in 
Dundee before a full Bench of Justices (p. 139), which you 
may consider sufficiently interesting to publish, and it serves 
to illustrate the trumpery sort of cases which these Societies 
are ready to take up, eveu in the face of an expert opinion 
against such a prosecution. I am in a position to state 
without fear of contradiction, that in this particular case 
the Society laid a full report of the circumstances before a 
very experienced veterinary surgeon who has acted for 
them for twenty-five years, and his father before him, 
and he gave them a carefully reasoned opinion that the 
case was not one for prosecution. What did the Society 
do? Did they accept the opinion of this skilled adviser! 
No; they went on with their prosecution in the face of it, 
and who will say that the scathing criticism which fell 
from the Chairman of the Bench was not justified. 

I say, Sir, that this is a sample of the conduct of such 
Societies which alienates the sympathies of the veterinary 
surgeon. 

There are other points, but I fear I have trespassed 
sufficiently on your valuable space for such a subject 

In conclusion, I would just like to say that if the Societies 
desire to cultivate a better relation between themselves and 
the veterinary profession, let them get away from the 
absurd idea which they evidently seem to possess at 
resent, viz., that prosecutions are absolutely essential 
or their existence.— Yours faithfully, 

James Peppie. 


Dundee, Aug. 25. 
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Veterinary College for Victoria. 


The sum of £4,000 has been set aside by the Victorian 
Cabinet for the building of a school of veterinary science 
in connection with the University of Melbourne. £3,500 
per annum will be granted for the maintenance of the 
school. 


Veterinary Societies—Addresses. 
Alterations for this list must be duly notified by the Secretaries 


Borper Counties V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. J. W. Hewson, m.n.c.v.s., Wigton 
Hon. Sec. (pro tem.) : Mr. F. W. Garnett, m.R.c.v.s., 
Dalegarth, Windermere 
Meetings, Second Friday of Feb., June, and October 
Care or Goop Hore Y.M.S. 
Pres. Mr. J. D. Borthwick, m.r.c.v.s., Cape Town 
Hon. Sec. & Treas. Mr. J. W. Crowhurst 
CentraL V.M.S$. 
Pres. Mr. J. Willett, m.x.c.v.s., € Harley Place, London, W. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. A. MacCormack, m.n.c.v.s., 
122 St. George’s Avenue, Tufnell Park, N. 
Meetings, First Thursday in each month, except August 
and September, 10 Red Lion Square, Holborn, at 7 p.m 
CentraL Canapa V.A. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. A. E, James, Ottawa 
Centra V,A. or TRELAND. 
Pres: Mr. P. J. Howard, m.n.c.v.s., Ennis 
Hon, Sec. Mr. M. J. Cleary, m R.0¢.v.8., Streamstown, Moate 
Treas; Mr. J. F. Healey, m.n.c.v.s., Midleton 
Eastern Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. F. Low, m.n.c.v.s., Norwich 
Hon. Sec. & Treas: Mr. James Robertson, m.R.c.v.s. 
Leo House, Stalham 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Feb. and July 
Guascow V.M.S. 
Pres. Principal McCall. 
Hon. Sec. Mr. James Lowther 
Vet. Mep. Assn. or IRELAND. 
Pres; Prin. A. E. Mettam, R. V. Coll., Dublin 
Hon, Sec: Mr. J. McKenny, m.n.0.v.s., 
116 Stephens. green-west, Dublin 
Hon, Treas: Mr, M. Hedley, r.x.c.v.s., 
6 Royal Terrace West, Kingstown 
V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. E. H. Stent, m.n.c.v.s., 
Gladysmount, Stretford, Manchester 
Hon. Sec.: Mr. G. H. Locke, m.n.c.v.s. 
Grosvenor-street, Manchester 
Meetings, 1st Thursday in April, June, Sept., & Dec. 
V.M.S. 
Pres. Mr. W. G. B. Dickinson, F.z.c.v.s., Boston 
Hon. Sec: Treas: Mr. G. Lockwood, m.r.c.v.s., 
Peterborough 
Meetings, Second Thursday Feb., June, and October 
LiverPoo, University V.M.S8. 
Pres: Prof. Boyce, F.3.8. 
Hon. Sec. d Treas: Jno. T. Share-Jones, 
University, Liverpool 
Meetings, May, July, October, January. 
Vet. Assn. or Manrrosa. 
Pres: Dr. W. E. Martin, Winnipeg 
Hon. Sec. @ Treas: Mr. F. Torrance, Winnipeg 
Mipianp Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. J. W. Coe, F.8.c.v.s., Copeland-st., Stoke.on-Trent 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. J. Dawes, F.R.c.v.8., 
Camden House, High-st., West Bromwich 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and 
Friday alternately in Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 
Natronat Vet. Association. 
Pres; Mr. G, E. Bowman, m.n.c.v.s., Leeds. 
Sec: Mr. William Hunting, r.n.c.v.s. 
Treas: Mr. J. F. Simpson, F.R.c.v.s., Maidenhead. 


Nationa, VETERINARY BENEVOLENT & Muroat 
Derence Sociery. 
Pres: Mr. W. A. Taylor, F.8.c.v.s., Brick-st, Manchester 
Treas: Mr. J. B. Wolstenholme, F.R.c.v.s., 
Quay-street, Manchester 
Hon. Sec: Mr. Sam. Locke, m.8.c.v.s. 
Grosvenor Street, Oxford-st., Mancheste , 
or Eneuanp V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. H. S. Elphick, m.n.c.v.s., 
56 Eldon st., Newcastle on-Tyne 
Hon. Sec: Mr. E. R. Gibson, M.8.c.v.8. 
25 Marlborough-street, Seaham Harbour 
Meetings, Third Friday, Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 
Nortu or IrFuanp V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. J. A. Thompson, rF.R.c.v.s., Lurgan 
Hon. Sec; Mr. J.S. A, Jordan, m.n.c.v.s., Belfast 
Hon. Treas; Mr. J. J. Ross, m.n.c.v.s., Belfast 


NortH oF Scottanp V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. James Peddie, r.n.c.v.s., Nethergate, Dundee 
Hon. Sec. & Treas: Mr. Geo. Howie, m.8.c.v.s., 
Alford, Aberdeen 

Nortu Waues V.M.A. 
Pres; Dr. G. J. Evans, m.8.c.v.s., Bangor 
Hon. Sec. & Treas. T.C, Howatson, m.R.c.v.s., St. Asaph 

Meetings, First Tuesday, March and September 
Ontario V.A. 

Pres: Mr. J. H. Tennent, v.s., London, Ontario 
Sec: & Treas: Mr. C. H. Sweetapple, v.s., Toronto, Ontario 


Province or Quebec V.M.A. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. Gustave Boyer, Rigand, P.Q. 
Roya, Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. R. Craig Tennart, ¥.R.c.v.s., 
Thames Street, Windsor 
Hon. Sec. & Treas: Mr. Percy J. Simpson, rF.8.c.v.s., 
Kendrick House, Maidenhead 
Meetings, Last Friday, Jan., April, July and Nov. 
Royan Scotrtisu V.S8, 
Pres: Mr. Reid, u.n.c.v.s., Auchtermuchty. 
Hon. Sec: 
Royan VeTerinary M.A. 
Pres: Dr. Lander, D.Sc. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. T. C. Graves, M B.c.v.s. 
Assist. H.S. Mr, H. J. Allen 
Scottish Merrorouitan V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. John W. McIntosh, m.n.c.v.s., 
Eskbank. Dalkeith 
Hon. Sec: Mr. A. Gofton, m.R,c.v.s., Ryl. Dick Vet. Coll. 


SourHern Counties V.S. 
Pres: Mr. R. Roberts, r.n.c.v.s., Tunbridge Wells 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. Alex. Todd, m.x.c.v.s., Worthing 
Hon. Treas: Mr. E. W. Baker, u.n.c.v.s., Wimborne 
Meetings, Last Thursday, Mar., June and Sept. 


Sours anp NortH Yorksuire V.M.A. 
Pres.: Mr. J. Wilson, m.8.0.v.s., Yarm 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. Awde, F.R.c.v.s., Stockton-on-Tees. 
Meetings, First Friday, Mar., June, Sept. and Dec. 


TransvaaL V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. T. H. Dale, m.n.c.v.s., p.v.s., Potchefstroom 
Hon. Treas; Mr. J. H. Bell, m-2.c.v.s., p.v.s., Krugersdorp 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. Chalmers, M.R.c.v.8., G.v.s., Heidelberg 


Western Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. W. Graham Gillam, m..c.v.s., Minehead 
Hon. Sec. Mr. W. Ascott, m.n.c.v.s., Bideford 
Hon, Treas: Mr. P. G. Bond, m.8.0.v.s., Plymouth 
Meetings, Third Thursday, March, July and November 


West or Scottanp V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. Hugh Begg. m.n.c.v.s., East Kilbride 
Hon. Sec: & Treasr: Jas. Macfarlane, m.8.c.v.8., 
75 West Nile Street, Glasgow 
Meetings, Second Wednesday, May, Oct. and January. 
Vet. AssociaTIon 
Pres: Mr. J. McKinna, r.8.0.v.s., Ramsden-st, Huddersfield 
Hon. Sec; Mr. J Clarkson, m.n.c.v.s., Garforth, nr.Leeds 
Hon. Treas: Mr. H. G. Bowes, m.8.c.v.8., 
106 Clarendon-road, Leeds 
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